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 On 12 October 1892 (by the modern calendar) Alexandr Mikhailovich Lyapunov defended his doctoral thesis The general problem of the stability of motion at Moscow University. A brief history of Lyapunov's life and tragic death is given, and followed by a section highlighting the important ideas in his thesis of 1892. Subsequent applications of these ideas in the control field are then reviewed, from which the great importance of Lyapunov's thesis in present day technology may be appreciated. 
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